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FULLY INVESTED IN OUR CUENTS CARACAS, Venezuela- TheOrganization of American States
MOST VIEWED warned Friday that the possible closing of an ojieosaligned TV
ARTICLES station byPresident Hugo Chaviszgovernment could undermine
press freedom and democracyienezuela
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The government did not immediately respond to tA&Gtatement,
though Chavez has said the decision is final.

RCTV President Marcel Granier tolthe Associated Preskat the
station would be forced to close if the governmeet ahead with
what he called an "illegal" move to revoke its fise.

Tensions have risen to a new level between thergment and
Venezuela's largely opposition-aligned private raegiince Chavez's
December re-election to a fresh six-year term.

Chavez has promised radical changes, includingireyihe
constitution _ possibly to get rid of president&im limits _ and
creating a single, pro-government party.

Many Chavez critics say they fear that Venezuele#ding toward
the tightly regulated communist systemifba'sFidel Castro,
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Chavez's ally and mentor.

During the campaign, Chavez said he regretted aning shut
down RCTYV and other channels critical of his adstiition
immediately after a 2002 coup, which he claims thgyported.

During the short-lived coup, several private chdsibeoadcast
regular programs such as cartoons and movies thsfahe leader's
return to power during giant street protests.

Insulza said the Venezuelan government's chargaasighe
channel are serious, but that in a democracy scrmisations
should be addressed through the courts.
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