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VENEZUELAN OMBUDSMAN SAYS IACHR SUIT IS A POLITICAL ATTACK

Venezuelan Ombudsman German Mundarain Friday said a suit Slebis s el
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights filed against
the Venezuelan State is "a political game, as the members of
this body are political players with a clear ideology."

Mundarain branded as political attack the suit the Commission
filed with the Inter-American Court on Human Rights against
the Venezuelan State for alleged violation of the right to
freedom of expression, as President Hugo Chavez'
Government has refused to renew the broadcasting license for
private television station RCTV.

"The game involves selling a wrong image of government
decisions. In this case, the decision not to renew a
broadcasting license," Mundarain told official TV station VTV,
as quoted by official news agency ABN.

Further, the Ombudsman claimed the suit does not relate to

RCTV case. He explained that the Commission's legal action

relates to a complaint a group of reporters filed in July 2002 for

alleged violation of freedom of expression during the failed coup of April 2002.

"This legal suit is connected to that investigation the Inter-American Court on Human Rights is conducting.
They want to establish a link between this suit and the RCTV case in order to disorient the public in Venezuela
and abroad."
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